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December 19, 2013

The Honorable John Boehner
Speaker of the House

U.S. House of Representatives
11-232, The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Boehner:

Respectfully, 1 hope that you will consider bringing legislation relating to the delay of flood
insurance premiums to the floor for debate as soon as possible. Many of my constituents have
confacted me in support of these legislative proposals.

As a result of the enactment of the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act, flood insurance
premiums under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) have become an extraordinary
burden on my constituents in the 10™ Congressional District of Pennsylvania. This week, I had
an opportunity to speak with those directly affected by Biggert-Waters. My constituents
informed me about how the rate increases, exceeding the expectations of Congress at the time of
passage, have begun to affect them negatively.

Some examples of homeowners and commercial property owners that I encountered on a
walkthrough of my district:

. One individual, who purchased a home valued under $150,000, last year, is facing a
premium increase from under $1,000 a year to almost $9,000 a year;

. An elderly man who purchased several properties as a retirement investment is
considering abandoning these homes and walking away from his mortgage obligations;

. In Jersey Shore, PA, a couple who invested in several Main Street properties is facing a

$40,000 {lood insurance bill for their commitment to small, hometown businesses.

These unintended consequences have been felt by many other homeowners, small businesses,
and local governments, not just in my district, but throughout the country due to the remapping
project undertaken by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the recalculation of
premiums as required by Biggert-Waters. Frankly, my constituents are gravely concerned about
their ability to meet these financial obligations.




As a cosponsor of several pieces of legislation related to the premium rate increases currently
awaiting further action in the House Committee on Financial Services, I ask that Members have
the opportunity to debate and vote on legislation that could assist our constituents as we continue
efforts to reform NFIP to make the program financially sustainable for taxpayers without
becoming overly burdensome on homeowners and small business.

Respectfully,
s P e

Tom Marino
Member of Congress

CC: Majority Leader Eric Cantor
Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy




